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Day 4 
Wednesday 13 October 2004 

It was all on-board the 6.00 AM shuttle bus to the track, this time with an excellent driver. Missed breakfast as 
the hotel restaurant did not open until 6.30 AM. The traffic was lighter although plentiful. Sight for the morning 
was the couple travelling on an old bicycle on the way to work. They were both dressed in office clothes with 
the woman sitting side-saddle accepting the ride. As they coasted to a stop at a major intersection the bike chain 
fell off dragging sadly on the road. Without a word the girl slid off the seat and paced her way to work. The man 
faced up to the job of replacing the greasy chain by heading for the nearby plantation to pick some broad leaves 
for handling the chain. That’s when we surged away. 

The main activity at the track was to get the two-way radios into action so that Andrew could provide some 
communication to Derrick as he took on the traffic. We had bad news. Overnight the charger for the radio 
batteries had been turned off and we did not have enough energy to operate the radios for more than about 10 
minutes. White paper and a big Texta was the substitute as we took our place in line for the rally start. 

Wolfgang Senger was in charge of starting procedures and got Aurora away at the scheduled time of 7.19 AM. 
Derrick followed the Ford Mondeo off the start line and started this most unknown segment of Bibendum 
competition for 2004. At least the yellow light on the roof of the Mondeo was flashing. 
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About 90 minutes later the rally fleet made its way back to the race-track completing the first 61 kilometre leg. 
The traffic was well managed by the escorting police. In spite of little communication Derrick took charge of 
the solar car and returned with all the check-points covered. For much of the fleet this pause was a chance for 
refuelling before setting out on the shorter second lap of 27 kilometres. Again everyone seemed to have returned 
safely. The solar car ran without a hitch. Ironically in this sunny morning Aurora 101 finished with more battery 
energy than it had started with. Where was Daniel from England? 

Whilst the rally was proceeding Jenny was back in the display centre from 8.30 AM rationing out the remaining 
brochures and posters. 

This day was also the time for official press conferences commencing at 10.00 AM. The Ford team led the 
session with Vice President Susan Cischke holding the attention of about 120 media attendees. The major 
announcement was the development of an internal combustion engine using hydrogen as fuel. It was claimed 
that this was the world’s cleanest internal combustion engine, meeting the stringent SULEV-Bin 2 standards. 
The production version of the hybrid Ford Escape SUV was announced as was a hydrogen hybrid research 
vehicle based on the Ford Focus. 

The second press conference was presented by VW. Their speaker was Matthias Rabe, Executive Director of 
Research. Their announcements centred on a diesel hybrid version of the VW Golf as well as the Touran 
Hymotion concept fuel cell hybrid vehicle. The audience was smaller than for the Ford conference but the 
questions more pointed. As China’s largest and longest standing auto-maker it is hoped that they will launch an 
outstanding ‘green technology’ vehicle prior to the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. Mr Rabe wouldn’t be 
drawn on this point. 

The third conference was that of Aurora. David Fewchuk spoke to a much smaller audience than the major car 
companies but to a small band of China based journalists. 

The talk was to explain the world-wide phenomena of solar car development and the astonishing advances made 
in performance since first competitions began in Switzerland with the Tour de Sol. With the prospect of a grand 
adventure in staging a solar car rally from Olympia, Greece to Beijing, China in 2008 Aurora announced its 
intention to build the first Olympic Class solar car for this event. The full announcement can be found in the 
press release section. 

The four-person Aurora team were just a bit exhausted and looking forward to lunch. We also needed a more 
relaxed afternoon. At lunch we joined Georg Brasseur and Bruno Moretti representing the FIA. One of the 
delicacies at lunch was cooked parwns, little ones complete with shells. The shells were edible but Bruno 
couldn’t do it. He painstakingly shelled his pile of tiny prawns for 20 minutes no doubt looking forward to 
eating them after all the work. While he wasn’t looking the waiter whisked away the remains, that is the shelled 
prawns leaving Bruno to face the plate of shells. The real plate was recovered. 
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The afternoon was the second chance for ride and drive sessions for the media and a more carnival type 
atmosphere pervade the track. It was as if people realised that other than the public day tomorrow the Bibendum 
would be all over soon. 

 

The Bibendum man paced pit lane. This was at a slow pace because of the photo demands. Second to this were 
the photo demands for Derrick to pose with any number of young Chinese girls in front of the solar cars. 
Literally on hundreds of occasions. A sample of shots is shown below with Derrick’s permission and having 
already returned to his girlfriend in Hamilton, Victoria. 
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Andrew impressed a number of people with his solar powered mobile phone charger. 

All the posters went. Jenny and David packed up the display booth and at the close of the day we started 
packing all our spare parts and tools into the trailer to get a head start on tomorrow. 

Nippon Express delivered the shipping container to the track for the trip home. One more day and that was to be 
for the public at the Shanghai International Automobile City. If possible one of us will attend the final day-long 
Symposium at Jongji University. And then the Awards evening to finish Challenge Bibendum for 2004. 
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We didn’t need another banquet tonight. Just a catch up on the e-mail situation and some quiet beers. 
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